AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

pushed off in their long-boats across the
Atlantic and to the Black Sea, and the viking
appeared in Venice, in Athens and in Con-
stantinople. They fought: they settled: and
their sea-sense and love of adventure was
their lasting contribution to the character
of that strange amalgam that became the
English race. You see one of the great
flowering times of these characteristics in the
Elizabethan age, in the secular wars with
France, and in our own time in the Great
War.

It was their spirit which enabled our people
to settle on the American coast in a climate
in which it was said no Englishman could
live: it was that spirit which enabled your
first settlers to face the grim Canadian winter:
from their spirit come the hardy sailors and
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